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Nick’s son Hadyn 

was among those 

who competed in 

our second annual 

Smudger U7s. It  

took place in 

September 2019 with 

junior rugby league 

teams from across 

West Yorkshire  

taking part.  
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Welcome to our Annual Report which covers the period between May 2019 and April 2020. 

 

Our second year was every bit as busy as the first and we are pleased to be able to share a summary of 

those 12 months, and our 2019/20 accounts, with you. 
 

It is less than three years since Nick died and our sole aim when setting up the charity, and to this day, is 

to ensure he has a lasting legacy by helping individuals and organisations which we know he would 

support. From MND research to children who are facing the death of a parent and young people taking 

up and taking part in the sport he loved, rugby league. 

 

We could not do any of this without you.  

 
It continues to be humbling how much those who were friends with Nick, those who knew Nick and 

those who had no prior connection to him at all do to raise money for the charity in his name. From the 

dozens who took to the streets of Leeds for the 10K to the hundreds who came to our miniature steam 

train day and the countless individual fundraisers who have done something above and beyond to 

invest in our aims and make things better for those who we support.  

 

I also want to thank Rachel, Aimee, Johnny, Ryan and Scott - our Trustee team - who do a huge amount 

of work, unpaid and often unrecognised. As a charity, we do not employ anyone, everything we do is 
voluntary, every penny you raise we spend on our aims. We do it because we love Nick and are 

committed to remembering him in the best possible way - by making a difference. 
 
 
 
 
Stephen Naylor   Chair of Trustees 
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Nick’s wife Rachel 

and her sister  

Julia were among 

the Foundation 

team who took part 

in the Leeds 10K  

in July 2019. 
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Section A  Reference & Administration Details 

Charity Name    The Nick Smith Foundation 

  

Registered Charity Number  1178182 

 

Charity’s Principal Address  Heritage Exchange 

      South Lane 

      Elland 

      HX5 0HG 

 

Name of the charity trustees who manage the charity 

 

 

  Trustee name Office (if any) 
Dates acted if not 
for whole year 

Name of person 
(or body) entitled to 
appoint trustee  
(if any) 

1 Stephen Naylor Chair of Trustees     

2 Rachel Smith       

3 Ryan Jepson       

4 John Lawless       

5 Aimee Haggas      

6 Dr Scott Allen      
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Section B  Structure, Governance & Management 

Description of the charity’s trusts 

Type of governing 
document     
(eg. trust deed, constitution) 

Constitution 

How the charity is 
constituted  
(eg. trust, association, 
company) 

A Charitable Incorporated Organisation (Foundation Structure) 
Whose Only Voting Members Are its Trustees 

Trustee selection methods  
(eg. appointed by, elected by) 

Appointed by Trustees 
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Section C  Objectives & Activities 

Summary of the objects of the charity set out in its governing document 

 

The objectives of the CIO are, for the public benefit: 

  

1. To promote and protect the physical and mental health of people diagnosed with Motor 

Neurone Disease and their families and carers in the United Kingdom, in particular but not 

exclusively by providing financial assistance to make necessary adjustments to the homes of 

people with Motor Neurone Disease to enable them to remain in their home. 

 

2. To advance the education of the public in general (and particularly amongst scientists and 

health professionals) in the subject of Motor Neurone Disease by funding research in all 

aspects of the disease, the useful results of such research to be published for public benefit. 

 

3. To promote and protect the mental health of children who have experienced the death of a 

parent. 

 

4. To help young people, especially but not exclusively through leisure time activities, in 

particular community and amateur rugby league, so as to develop their capabilities that they 

may grow to full maturity as individuals and members of society.  
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Summary of the main activities undertaken for the public benefit in relation to these objects 

(include within this section the statutory declaration that trustees have had regard to the 

guidance issued by the Charity Commission on public benefit) 

 

Our aims as a registered charity are simple – we want to make a difference in Nick’s memory and 

in Nick’s name.  

 

To promote and protect the physical and mental health of people diagnosed with Motor 
Neurone Disease and their families and carers in the United Kingdom 
 
We have worked to raise awareness of Motor Neurone Disease to ensure that those diagnosed 
with the disease are supported by the fact that more people know about what they, and their 
families and carers, are going through. This has been done through the fundraising efforts of the 
charity and raising awareness through the media, including featuring on BBC Look North, local 
radio and across print and social media. 
 
To advance the education of the public in general (and particularly amongst scientists and 
health professionals) in the subject of Motor Neurone Disease by funding research in all 
aspects of the disease 
 
We have supported research into the disease that took Nick from us – MND (Motor Neurone 

Disease), and looked at how we can improve the help available for those diagnosed and their 

families. We raised £50,000 in our first year to support the Sheffield Institute for Translational 

Neuroscience (SITRaN) who are carrying out pioneering research into what we believe is the 

cruellest disease there is. 

 
To promote and protect the mental health of children who have experienced the death of a 
parent 
 
We have begun the process of supporting children who have had to face the death of a parent at 

a young age – as Nick and his sister Helen faced when they were young, and now Nick’s children 

Hadyn and Georgia have to face. By working with the Motor Neurone Disease Association, we 

have started to develop a ‘Living With’ Box which can be given pre-bereavement to support 

children’s mental health both pre and post-bereavement. 

 
To help young people, especially but not exclusively through leisure time activities, in 
particular community and amateur rugby league 
 
We have supported amateur rugby league, which played such a significant part in Nick’s life from 

childhood to adulthood, through a series of activities and events, such as a tournament for U7 

teams at Siddal ARLFC, a showcase at a Leeds Rhinos Superleague game at Headingley and 

supporting the BARLA National Trophy, which has been renamed in Nick’s memory. 
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Section D  Achievements & Performance 

Summary of the main achievements of the charity during the year  

The Nick Smith Foundation was registered as a charity on 1 May 2018.  Here are the highlights of 
the last 12 months of the charity between May 2019 and April 2020: 

• Almost 200 people came together for an afternoon of steam trains, treats and family fun 
at Brighouse’s Ravensprings Park. The event was supported by volunteers from Barclays and 
the Fixby and Brighouse Women’s Institute who baked a selection of amazing cakes and 
biscuits which were sold to raise money in support of the charity’s aims. 

• Customers and staff at The Standard of Freedom Pub in Skircoat Green, Halifax donated 
£500 from their quiz nights. 

• The Motor Neurone Disease Association and the Nick Smith Foundation came together to 
host a workshop during The Pushing Up Daisies festival held during ‘Dying Matters’ week 
in May in Todmorden. The workshop aimed at sharing ideas for the development of a 
personal pre-bereavement resource for children and families. 

• Tesco’s Bags of Help Initiative awarded the Charity £2,000 for our ‘Living With’ Memory 
Box Project. The award was as a result of members of the public opting to support the work 
of the charity by voting with their blue tokens in Tesco stores across Brighouse and Kirklees. 

• Faye Hooson completed the Total Warrior at Bramham Park, Leeds raising £632. 

• Many laughed and gave generously at a comedy afternoon with Pete Emmett, Lea Roberts 
and Paul Sculthorpe at The Shay raising an amazing £5,101. 

• Nick’s Great Grandad James and Mum, Vivien, presented wining side Lock Lane Rugby 
League Club with the Nick Smith Foundation BARLA U14 National Cup after Lock Lane 
beat Rylands Sharks. 

• Woodhouse Primary School held a bun sale every Friday during the school year and they 
chose us as one of the charities to receive a share of their hard earned funds. 

• A team of 40 runners took to the streets in July to run the Leeds 10K collectively raising over 
£8,000. Runners included Nick’s wife Rachel, his sister-in-law Julia, Nick’s cousin Jack and a 
group of his friends, staff from Brighouse’s HLC Nursery, and other friends and colleagues. 

• Four-year old Abigail, took part in the Leeds Mini Run, choosing to run the 1.5km in 
memory of her friend’s daddy and raised £150. 

• Wigan Warriors player, Morgan Smithies, donated his Betfred £250 cheque for being 
awarded Man of the Match in the RLFC Super League match in August. 
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• In September, over 100 young rugby league players from across West Yorkshire came 
together for the annual Smudger U7s tournament. This was the second tournament held 
since the charity launched in May 2018. Amateur rugby league clubs from Siddal, Elland, 
Greetland, Emley, West Bowling, Kippax and Bramley attended and took part in 22 games on 
11 mini-pitches. Every child taking part received a rugby ball and Smudger’s Top Tips sheet. 

• The Sheffield Institute for Translational Neuroscience (SITraN) shared details of the 
impact the Nanostring Ncounter, purchased with a donation from the charity, is having in its 
first few months. As a result of the machine; 

 Over 200 samples have been interrogated using the machine looking at the levels of 
between 70 and 800 genes in each sample 

 These are part of seven independent projects 

 Three of these are MND-specific and the others are related to dementia and oncology, 
giving added value from the machine and enhancing learning across the centre 

• Start Right Books held a fundraising afternoon of coffee, cake and children’s books 

• Members of the Fixby and Brighouse Women’s Institute (WI) donated £1,500 following a 
year of fundraising for the charity. During the year, the WI organised and supported a series 
of events including a fashion show at M&Co in Brighouse and the charity’s trains’ family fun 
day in May at Ravensprings Park in Brighouse. 

• In October, Dan Busfield undertook the challenge to climb Kilimanjaro. He donated £500 to 
the charity raised as part of the challenge. 

• In November, the Charity won the Calderdale Community Spirit Award for Best Marketing. 

• Trustee Aimee Haggas was nominated for Volunteer of the Year at the Calderdale 
Community Spirit Awards and was highly commended for her efforts supporting the Charity. 

• The Brighouse and Lightcliffe Slimming World Group chose us as their charity of the year 
and contributed donations. 

• Heckmondwike Grammar School raised money during their year 12 parents evening and 
held a non-uniform dress up fundraising event. 

• Nick’s children designed Christmas cards that were printed - and through the sale of the 
cards raised almost £600. 

• Halifax Rugby League Club fans and the Sheffield Eagles fans dug deep to donate £580 
during a bucket collection done by Siddal RL lads at the game in February.  
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• Chris swam 22 miles in 14 days the equivalent of swimming the English Channel. 

• The charity’s Chair Stephen, also Nick’s brother in law, and Nick’s wife, Rachel attended the 
Health and Wellbeing Board meeting at Calderdale Council to present their case for 
Calderdale to do more to support people with MND and their families. 

• In February, Calderdale Council signed up to the MND Association’s MND Charter. 

• The Foundation donated funds to create a partnership with the charity Escayp. The charity 
has invested in a bank of 300 support hours for counselling and play sessions for children 
across Calderdale who face the death of a parent or significant figure in their lives – whether 
pre-bereavement or post-bereavement. 

• Niall Barrett was due to run the Run UK Wimbledon half marathon for the Charity in April, 
instead, due coronavirus and the event being postponed, Niall completed the run remotely 
in March. 

• Family and friends took part in The 2.6 Challenge during the Coronavirus lockdown in April, 
including Faith PR, Morgan Smithies and Paddy who did 26 laps of the old football pitch at 
Shibden Park. 

• Siddal RL donated money to the charity from fundraising they had undertaken in Nick’s 
memory. 

Section E  Financial Review 

 
 
Brief statement of the charity’s policy on reserves   
 
The charity is carrying reserves forward to the 2019/20 financial year and these will be used to 
continue meeting our objectives for the public good in this period.  
 
 
Details of any funds materially in deficit 
 
n/a 
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Section G  Declaration 

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.  
 
 
Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         17 September 2020 
_______________________________________________  ____________________________________________ 
 
Stephen Naylor, Chair of Trustees   Date 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         17 September 2020 
_______________________________________________  ____________________________________________ 
 
Rachel Smith, Patron & Trustee    Date 
 
        

ACCOUNTS 

 
 

1 May 2019 - 30 April 2020 
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Charity Number 

 

1178182 

 

 

VAT Registration Number 

 

301552254 

 

 

Accountant 

 

APN Business Consultants Ltd 

8 King Cross Street 

Halifax 

HX1 2SH 

 

 

Independent Examiner 

 

Accountancy X 

12 Carr Lane 

Slaithwaite 

Huddersfield 

HD7 5 AN 

 

 

Bankers 

 

Yorkshire Bank 

16 Bradford Rd 

Brighouse  

HD6 1RN 
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINERS’ REPORT 

TO THE TRUSTEES ON THE UNAUDITED ACCOUNTS  

We report on the accounts for the year ended 30 April 2020 set out on pages 18 to 21. 
 
Respective responsibilities of Trustees and Examiner 
 
As the charity trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of accounts: you consider that the 
audit requirements of section 43(2) of the Charities Act 1993 (CA1993) does not apply. It is our 
responsibility to state, on the basis of procedures specified In the General Directions given by the 
Charity Commissioners under section 43(7)(b) of CA 1993, whether matters have come to our 
attention. 
 
Basis of Independent Examiners’ report  
 
Our examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the charity 
Commissioners. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity 
and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of 
any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and the seeking of explanations from you as 
trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence 
that would be required in an audit and, consequently, we do not express an audit on the view 
given by accounts. 
 
Independent Examiners’ qualified statement 
 
These accounts have been prepared from the accounting records, information and explanations 
provided to us. We are satisfied that the accounts fully comply with the accounting requirements 
of the Charities Act 1993. 
 
In connection with our examination, no matter has come to our attention: 
 

1. Which gives reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements 
to keep accounting records in accordance with section 41 of CA 1993: and to prepare 
accounts and comply with the accounting records and to comply with the accounting 
requirements of CA1993 have not been met, or  
 

2. To which, in our opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper 
understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
            21 July 2020 
                          _______________________ 

 

Accountancy X          Date  
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BALANCE SHEET 

AS AT 30 APRIL 2020 

                                     Note   2020   2019 

     

 

Current assets   
Cash at Bank     2   £30,105  £9,622   

Debtors       3   £19   £692    

             _________ 

           

          £30,124  £10,314  

    

Creditors: amounts falling due  

Within one year               (£58)   -   
 

 

Net current assets       £30,066  £10,314   

      

 

Funds 

 

General Purpose Fund       -   - 
         

Balance Forward        £10,314  - 

 

Surplus for the Year       £19,752  £10,314 

 

Balance Forward        £30,066  £10,314   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Board of Trustees approve these accounts and confirm that we have made  

available all relevant records for their preparation. 

 
 

 

 

 

            17 September 2020 

_______________________________________________________                  _______________ 

 

Chair of Trustees          Date  
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NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 

AS AT 30 APRIL 2020 

1. Accountancy Policies  

 

These accounts have been prepared under the historic cost convention and in accordance with 

applicable accountancy standards and the Charities Statement of Recommended Practice. 

  

 

          2020   2019 

2.  Cash at Bank      

     Yorkshire Bank       £30,105  £9,622 

 

3. Debtors  

 Account Receivable      £19   £500 

 VAT         -   £26 

 Prepayments       -   £166 

          _________  _________  

    

          £19   £692 

 

4. Trustees Remuneration  

 

No remuneration directly or indirectly out of the funds of the charity was paid or payable for the 

year to any of the charity’s Trustees. 

 

          2020   2019 

5.  Events       

 Comedy Night       £4,927  £225 

 Trains Day (Deposits)      £2,477  £170  

          _________  _________  

 

          £7,404  £395 
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 APRIL 2020 

                                    Note  2020   2019 

     

 

INCOME 

   

Autumn Ball       -   £26,712   

Events                                    5  £7,404  £395 

Donations                             6  £25,903  £43,437 

Sales Merchandise       £597   £181  

 

Total Income        £33,904  £70,725 

 

 

 

EXPENDITURE   

     

Charitable Objectives    7  £11,553  £50,858 

Autumn Ball       -   £6,340       

Marketing (including event entries & clothing)   £2,248  £1,907    

Insurance         £193   £108           

General Expenses       £158   £1,100  

Bank Charges       -   £98  

 

Total Expenditure       (£14,152)  (£60,411) 

 

   

Net income for the year      £19,752  £10,314   

  

Fund balance carried forward     £19,752  £10,314  
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6. Donations Received      2020   2019 

 

 Companies       £2,860  £6,670 

 Groups       £2,341  £7,524 

 Individuals        £501   £6,736 

 Collections       £3,185  £3,819 

 Via JustGiving       £8,598  £7,518 

 Via PayPal       £457   £2,797 

 Siddal RLFC      £7,165  £5,685 

 Gift Aid       £796   £2,688 

         _________  _________  

 

         £25,903  £43,437 

 

7. Charitable Objectives 

  

 MND Research (SITraN)    -   £50,000 

 Rugby League       £645   £858 

 Bereavement Support     £10,908  - 

 

         _________  _________  

 

         £11,553  £50,858 
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Nick’s daughter 

Georgia was one of 

those who took part in 

the Pushing Up Daisies 

Workshop in 

Todmorden. It was 

used to discuss ideas 

and develop the 

memory boxes which 

will be used to support 

young people facing 

the death of a parent 

 




